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Salem Athenaeum Strategic Design Plan, Salem, Mass.

211-year-old library in landmark building that has difficulties meeting
the programmatic and storage needs for a modern institution. The
design 'creates space' within tight existing constraints – both
maximizing collections through new compact systems and freeing up
'new' space for events as well as bringing universal accessibility to the
building without changing its imporant historic shape or negatively
impacting its character-defining interior (via SSV).

Curtis Maxwell Perrin is the principal of Open|Line and maintains a career  
focus on sustainability and preservation advocacy, especially for under- 
represented people, specifically in anti-racist and environmentally-conscious 
ways, and realized through clearly stated intentions brought to constructed 
form. The practice looks to history to transform the present and create a 
better future now. A key and ongoing collaboration is with Lacaton & 
Vassal of Paris, France, 2021's Pritzker Prize winners who have been 
partners in numerous competitions and engagements. Rather than rebuild 
old problems in a new shape, to open potential in buildings that already 
exist  –  transform the horizon. 

KEY PROJECTS

League of Women for Community Service, Boston, Mass.
construction to begin Spring 2022

Black women's organization with a long history in South End row 
house that was an Underground Railroad station and at one time 
housed Coretta Scott King, yet is now facing challenges from deferred 
maintenance – a major site of Black history being brought to better 
public recognition. The project involves design strategies to bring 
universal access to the building and reopen it for events and League 
activities, and it also addresses maintenance issues through judicious 
restoration of the sensitive historical fabric. Key in this has been 
strategic planning advice and grant preparation that to date has brought 
in over $1million toward the overall $5m project.

Bethel AME Church Restoration, Jamaica Plain, Mass.
construction to begin Spring 2022

Critical masonry repair at a Black church important in the community. 
Pivotal in securing the present $250K CPA grant has been an 
innovative plan for Bethel to provide a match to the CPA funds, which 
increases the reach of their investment in a way regular market loans 
could not. Thus this imporant and vital congregation will continue to 
be able to provide its services the community and not lose momentum.

EDUCATION
Harvard GSD, Cambridge, MA

M. Arch. with Distinction
Yale University, New Haven, CT

Ph.D., Yale Fellowship
Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME

B.A., magna cum laude

AWARDS
AIA Certificate of Merit 

Yale Fellowship
Phi Beta Kappa

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Open|Line (principal) - current

SSV Architects
Elkus Manfredi Architects

Pelli Clarke Pelli Associates 
Lacaton & Vassal (Paris)

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
Wentworth Institute (Adj. Prof.) - current 

 Boston Architectural Coll. (Adj. Prof.) 
Harvard GSD (Consultant Instr.) 

Yale University (Lecturer)
Middlesex School (Instructor)

Kent School (instructor)

AFFILIATIONS

Roxbury Historical Society Board 
Invited critic at: Harvard GSD, 

AA (London), University of Virginia, 
Northeastern, Wentworth Institute, 

& Boston Architectural College

PUBLICATIONS
“Complex Transparency,” 

Lunch:  Design  and  Research  Journal  of   
the  University  of   Virginia  School  of

Architecture (Spring  2014)
Black Space, book MS in preparation
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